Self-Editing Exercise
1. Read through essay

2. Underline grammatical errors

3. Circle spelling errors

4. Attention Grabber – highlight --- Weak? Strong?

5. Thesis Statement – highlight --- Last Sentence in Introduction – Weak? Strong?
6. Topic Sentences – highlight – Does the paragraph support the main idea in the topic sentence?

7. Count the number of sentences in each paragraph – label each paragraph – minimum 5-6 sentences per paragraph
8. Cross out BE verbs – am/is/was/are/were/been/being/be/has/have been/will be/could be/might be/can be
9. Cross out FORBIDDEN WORDS – it/stuff/I/people/me/my/we/us/you-your-you’re /got/a lot/have/

good/bad/go/nice/thing/all words containing the word thing
10.  Cross out THE if the word is starting a paragraph.

11.  Cross out contractions
12.  Put a box around the first word of every sentence.  No Two Sentences (in a paragraph) Should Start With The Same Word (NTSSSWTSW)

13.  Cross out these/those/that/this/there starting a sentence

14.  Cross out personal pronouns starting a sentence

15. Transitional Sentences – highlight – Last Sentence in each paragraph?  Are they effective?

16. Restated thesis – highlight – is the thesis in the conclusion worded DIFFERENTLY than the thesis in the introduction?

17. Conclusion – are the summary points effective?  No New Information!!!

18. Concluding sentence – highlight – is it strong? Weak?

19. Body:

· Supporting evidence clear?

· Enough support and detail?

· Direct references to the sources?

i. Experts?
ii. Direct Quotes?

· Does the body support the thesis?

· Number of body paragraphs effective???
